
Dear Friend of PCF

Pediatric Cancer Foundation has very positive news to share. 

When PCF was founded in 1970, the cure rate for children with cancer was 10%. 
Today, for children with the most common forms of childhood cancers the survival rate has climbed
to 80%. Death rates have decreased as well. Improvements due to major progress in treatment and 
advancement in research are made possible by your continued support.
 
Despite medical miracles, pediatric cancer has stubbornly remained the #1 disease killer of children.

As the holiday season approaches, Pediatric Cancer Foundation needs your help supporting 
both groundbreaking research and developing cutting-edge treatments for children suffering 
from childhood cancer. 

Last year, thanks to the generosity of friends like you our annual appeal raised much needed funds for 
pediatric cancer research. This year we are being asked to increase our giving across a broader group 
of pediatric research initiatives. We need your support in order to achieve this goal. 

Please consider matching your gift from last year or, if possible, increase it by 10% or even more! 
All donations are essential and most appreciated. Your gift could help reduce pediatric cancer that still 
affects 1 in 333 boys and 1 in 300 girls.

As parents, friends, doctors and family, our mission is clear and urgent: to support our physicians,
scientists, and clinicians in their quest to find a cure for pediatric cancer.

With grateful appreciation,

Bonnie Shyer, President
and Pediatric Cancer Foundation Board of Directors

P.S. Your gift will ensure that we are saving the lives of children with cancer 
and supporting the families that are caring for them.
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Congressmen Share Optimism 
and Facts on Pediatric Cancer
Congressmen Michael T. McCaul and Chris 
Van Hollen, Co-Chair the Congressional 
Caucus on Childhood Cancer.  They were both 
feature speakers in Washington D.C. at the 5th 
Annual Childhood Cancer Caucus.
Congressman Michael McCaul acknowledges 
that congress has taken some important steps 
on pediatric cancer, highlighting the Creating 
Hope Act. He says that children with cancer 
do not have lobbyists in Washington and that 
a platform like the Congressional Childhood 
Cancer Caucus (that PCF is a participant) is 
important for giving children a voice. He has 
a personal connection to a child with cancer, 
having lost his best friend in grade school from 
leukemia. The Creating Hope Act encourag-
es drug companies to develop new treatments 
for children with rare pediatric diseases and is 
already working to incentivize the marketplace. 
This law will help pharmaceutical companies 

overcome market failures and 
change the way they look at  
developing treatments for children 
who currently don’t have any, or 
do not have treatment specific 
to their disease,  Congressman 
Chris Van Hollen points out 
“This is the first time the United 
States Congress has provided 
a solution to the dire lack of 
drug development expressly for 
children with rare and deadly 
diseases, marking it possible for
the first drug to be specifically 
approved for childhood cancer since the 1980s.” 
Allowing pharmaceutical companies to use a
voucher system to expedite FDA review of 
more profitable drugs in return for developing 
treatments for rare pediatric diseases, helps us 
ensure better and less invasive treatment for 
children. The passing of this law has made  us 
one step closer to finding better treatments and 
cures for rare pediatric diseases. 

Importantly, as noted by the Congressmen, 
childhood cancer is not a Democrat or 
Republican issue—it is an American issue. 
Both legislators state that the Creating Hope 
Act fundamentally transforms the way that drug 
companies look at rare pediatric diseases and 
compensates for market failures that have 
prevented any new treatment for pediatric 
cancer from being developed in a generation.

Paths We’ve Blazed

Noteworthy

Amanda Shares her story
I was diagnosed with leukemia at the age 
of 17 during my senior year in high school. 
I underwent 2 ½ years of treatment, which 
involved chemotherapy, blood transfusions, 
and bone marrow biopsies. Although going 
through treatment was one of the most chal-
lenging things I’ve endured, I can now say 
I am a cancer survivor who is in complete 
remission. 
I look at life a little bit differently now, being 
that it was almost taken away from me. I 
have learned to take what good I could out 
of my experience with cancer. I am stronger, 
I can face any challenge that is ahead of me, 
and I appreciate every day that I wake up and 
I am healthy and feeling well. 
During my treatment I encountered the most 
amazing and caring nurses. This care that I 
received has been the deciding factor in my 
career path. After my battle with cancer, I 
went on to college at Manhattanville College. 
After receiving my bachelor’s degree in  
biology, I went on to New York University’s 
accelerated Nursing program and graduated 
in May 2014 as a Registered Nurse. I look 
forward to working with patients going 

through similar experiences I went through, 
and to give back the amazing nursing care I 
received from my oncology nurses. 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation holds a 
special place in my heart. They work with 
some of the top cancer hospitals in the nation 
towards finding a cure for pediatric cancer.  
The board members, doctors, families, and 
generous donors are all a part in working 
towards this amazing goal. I am honored and 
proud to call myself a member of Pediatric 
Cancer Foundation family and I look for-
ward to an exciting future.

Toni Ann’s Dedication To PCF
I am proud to say that I have fought and won 
the battle with Leukemia; having been in 
remission for almost 19 years. Even though 
I went through this devastating disease as a 
youngster, having cancer has had a real impact 
on my adult life. 
I have always had a passion for health and 
wellness, particularly nutrition. I finished college 
and went on to pursue my Masters in Public 
Health. For the past three years, I have been 
working for a company that provides healthy 
meals to over 2,000 schools across the country. 
I’m passionate about my field, but having cancer 
also taught me to live and to pursue things that 
make me happy. At the end of the month, 
I’ll be going to South Africa for yoga instruction.
It is truly remarkable to witness the advances 
taking place each year in the world of pediatric 
cancer research. Pediatric Cancer Foundation 
is an organization that makes it possible. 
It provides much needed dollars for the 
extraordinary work of all of the dedicated and 
passionate doctors who are our partners in the 
battle against pediatric cancer.  I am proud to 
be part of such a dedicated and compassionate 
children’s charity. 

CREATING HOPE ACT

Chris Van Hollen (D, MD 8th District) (left),  Michael T. McCaul (R. Tx 10th District)

Toni Ann Marraccini (left)   Amanda Luiso



Potent new weapons—the future 
in the war on kids’ cancer
By Lisanne Elkins

“There are two things that fascinate me about human health and disease,” says 
Memorial Sloane Kettering’s (MSK’s) Nai Kong Cheung, MD, PhD. “---Antibodies 
and T-Cells.” 

That statement sums up a remarkable conversation that recently took place in 
the offices of Dr. Richard O’Reilly, Chairman of Pediatrics at MSK, along with Dr. 
Cheung. Both doctors passionately described new therapies for both pediatric 
and adult cancers that focus on using the patient’s own immune system for both 
predicting a patient’s outcome and specializing treatment for individual need.
Cheung’s work focuses on using the patient’s own antibodies to cure Neuroblas-
toma, a specific cancer of the central nervous system that particularly afflicts 
children. He and his team have been working on genetically modifying T-Cells—a 
type of lymphocyte that plays a central role in the immune system—and essen-
tially re-programming them to attack cancer cells. This work has increased sur-
vival rates in low-risk Neuroblastoma patients by 100 percent and high-risk CNS 
tumors by 70 percent. But both doctors expressed devastation at the 30 per cent 
who aren’t cured and pledged to make the cure rate for high risk or metastatic 
Neuroblastomas 100 percent. 

 “Neuroblastoma today is a curable disease,” says Cheung. “[these pediatric 
patients] are now getting married and having babies.” “This has been a big 
challenge for us,” he adds. “Now we have a new approach. If I can cure 100 per 
cent of your kids, I have done my job.” Cheung relays the importance of using 
chemotherapy as an adjunctive treatment to antibody therapy, but knowing how 
much is necessary and avoiding toxicity to the immune system is key. “We need 
to keep cutting back toxic therapies,” he says. “We have all these other tools. We 
need chemo to shrink the tumor, but how much.”

O’Reilly is also an authority on transplantation immunology and cellular therapies. 
“That is where the almost magical work is taking place: using the human body’s 
own defense system to beat pediatric and adult cancers,” he says. His strengths 
also lie in bone marrow transplantation and the treatment of children with 
congenital and acquired immunological deficiencies that can occur as a result of 
chemotherapy treatments. “I have particular expertise in treating genetic diseas-
es that impair the formation of blood cells, such as pediatric leukemias.”  
“I’ve always been fascinated by the immunology of 

transplantation and our ability to use this approach to cure diseases, he  
continues. “I was involved in the first transplant of bone marrow from an  
unrelated donor to a patient in 1973. This opened the possibility of a transplant to 
the majority of patients who lack a matched brother or sister. Since then, we have 
greatly refined this approach. In fact, most of the transplants we perform are now 
from unrelated donors.” This has been achieved by the marvelous work being 
done at MSK in the area of antibody and T-Cell modification. 
“In the past, tumor immunology hasn’t worked because the specific target [on 
the surface of the tumor cell] wasn’t expressed,” says O’Reilly. But now we are 
going after the target. We can hone the immune system to respond. In the near 
future, we will be treating cancer in terms of targeted therapies…”

Cheung and O’Reilly explain that targeting the particulars of a cancer cell in an 
individual has, and will continue to change the course of treatment. “Dr. Cheung 
has developed elegant techniques to detect residual disease and use antibodies 
to remove it,” adds O’Reilly.  “[We now have] early response predictors that allow 
us to change treatment methods accordingly so we can personalize treatment,” 
says Cheung.  Essentially, these methods allow oncologists to predict the out-
come in an individual patient and cater treatment to that individual’s needs, as 
well as use early detection to prevent initial and recurrent disease. 

“Philanthropy is Crucial”
“Pediatric Cancer Foundation has helped us to develop these drugs,” 
asserts O’Reilly. “When philanthropic foundations help in the development 
of some of these agents and take them into clinical studies, we are able to 
move ahead.” “Foundations and philanthropy are critical so the little guys 
don’t get left out,” adds Cheung. “We have to resolve the problem of cancer 
in children,” agrees O’Reilly. “We are no longer dealing 
with 19th century technologies.
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Couture for a Cure:  
Westchester’s Best Lunched,
Dined and Shopped to Benefit 
Children with Cancer
                      
Pediatric Cancer Foundation (PCF) celebrat-
ed its 44th year at their Opening Fall Luncheon 
on Thursday, October 2, 2014 at Trump  
National Golf Club, Briarcliff Manor, NY. 
Bonnie Shyer, PCF President welcomed all 
to a very special afternoon and Cheryl Rosen 
Chairman of the Board told those in attendances 
why her personal journey and the help of PCF 
remains such an important place in her life.
Dr. Andrew Kung, Director of Pediatric 
Hematology, Oncology and Stem Cell 
Transplantation, Columbia University 
Medical Center/New York Presbyterian Morgan 
Stanley Children’s Hospital was the event’s 
Keynote speaker. Dr. Kung is one of Pediatric 
Cancer Foundation’s heroes because of his 
extraordinary efforts to combat pediatric cancer 
through his research and development of the 
power of comprehensive genetic sequencing. 
“ The recent reunification of the oncology, 
hematology, and stem cell transplant programs 
into one academic division brings three very 
complimentary areas together again”, Dr. Kung 
said. “Joining them will allow us to maximize 
efficiencies in delivering excellent patient care 
and also facilitate the training program across 
the different specialties, 

Amanda Luiso and Toni Ann Marraccini both 
pediatric cancer survivors told their stories of 
hope and courage to an audience of nearly 400 
supporters and friends.  
Denise Warshauer spoke on behalf of the PCF
and represented the Pediatric Cancer 
Foundation Luncheon Chairs, Lucy Amicucci,
Bonnie Boilen, Pam Goldstein, Amy Hirschhorn, 
and Wendy Schimel.  She thanked Intermix, 
for bringing an outstanding featured Fall 2014 
Fashion Presentation Show to the afternoon. To 
those who attended and all who contributed, she 
extended heartfelt thanks for their community 
involvement and commitment to helping PCF 
in its mission to ‘...hold the hand of a child.  
and find a cure for pediatric cancer.’   

  

Lots of Laughs Comedy Night
Looney Bin Comedy Club in Staten Island opened its doors to a sold - out crowd  one 
Saturday night in November. More than 200 guests from Brooklyn, Queens and Staten 
Island were present to support Pediatric Cancer Foundation.
The show was hosted by Zach McGovern; laughs were provided by Comedians 
Mark Normand, Harry Stanton and Comedy Tornado Paul Venier. This evening was 
made possible by the hard work of Denise Lamberto and Julianne Calisto, Co Chairs. 
The event featured a silent auction awarding a variety of prizes including dinner 
at choice restaurants, designer handbags, watches, childrens’ toy packages 
and much more. We are pleased and touched to note that Denise Lamberto’s son 
Christopher, a ten-year pediatric cancer survivor sat at a table filled with his high 
school friends. They had a great time. 
Folks left with laughs and smiles, knowing they supported the good work of PCF.



Shop ’til You Stop  

Pediatric Cancer Foundation hosted its annual Give Hope Shop 

boutique at the Willow Ridge Country Club. 

This fundraiser featured over 30 vendors selling fine jewelry, 

home accessories, stationery, custom clothing, children’s gifts and 

much more. 

Bonnie Shyer, President of Pediatric Cancer Foundation, congratulates 

Boutique Chairs’ Bonnie Boilen, Judith Elkins, and Denise Warshauer 

for producing this profitable event.  “Although this boutique takes 

place on one day it takes an entire year to coordinate every last 

detail. Thank you Boutique Chairs as well as Boutique’s guests and 

vendors for helping us “hold the hand of a child” and continuing our 

mission to find a cure for childhood cancer.

Thank you Willow Ridge Country Club for hosting our boutique.  

“Every year more than 12,000 infants 
and children are diagnosed with cancer. 
Despite remarkable strides in research, 
cancer still takes more lives  than those 
of children stricken with diabetes, cystic 
fibrosis, asthma, congenital anomalies 
and AIDS combined,” said Bowlathon 
Chairperson, Eric Greenberg Goldy.  

Thanks to events like the PCF Bowlathon, the generosity extended by those who attended, along with their 
friends, enables PCF to continue supporting research to find a cure. 
This event was opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony conducted by Dr. Julia Glade-Bender Associate Professor 
of Pediatrics at Columbia University Medical Center, Director Pediatric Cancer Foundation Developmental 
Therapeutics Program, Stefanie Mittman (PCF Chairman of the Board, Emeritus), Bonnie Boilen (PCF Vice Presi-
dent), Eric Greenberg Goldy (Event Chairman) and PCF Cancer survivor and past Luncheon key note speaker, Amanda Luiso.
PCF’s Bowlathon is an integral part of the organization’s fundraising efforts for the past seven years. Funds raised from the afternoon provides 
support for state of the art laboratory equipment and pediatric infusion chairs used by children receiving chemotherapy. What started as a 
Mitzvah project, has now turned into an annual fund raising event occurring in two cities.
Some of the Bowlathon activities included teams bowling for the cause,  as well as  tote-bag design workshops hosted by Charitotes Design-A-
Bag led by Taylor Greenberg Goldy and supported by 92nd Street Y Teen Volunteers. The completed tote bags were donated to pediatric cancer 
patients at Stephen D. Hassenfeld Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at NYU Langone Medical Center and New York-Presbyte-
rian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital. It was a great day to benefit kids with cancer directly.

GIVE HOPE BOWL
7TH Annual

PCF BOWLATHON
STRIKE OUT PEDIATRIC CANCER™

Eric Greenberg Goldy

smile.amazon.com
will link to your amazon account so
purchases you make can benefit PCF too!

HOLIDAY SHOPPING?



Please mark your calendars to join in  
the for the following events:

December, 2014,  
Annual Campaign

Saturday, March 7, 2015, 
Annual Chicago Bowlathon, Lucky Strikes, 

Chicago

April 26, 2015, 
21st Annual Walkathon, Riverside Park, NY

Saturday, May 16, 2015, 
and all year round,Give, Hope, Bake

Summer, 2015,
Sportsathons

To learn more about each of these events or to  
download invitations, go to: www.pcfweb.org  

  We hope that you can join us as we…
Give Hope Cure together

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DONATE TODAY
And Help Find A Cure
For Pediatric Cancer

Go To: www.pcfweb.org/newsletter

PO Box 785
Mamaroneck, NY 10543

                                    PCF OUR MISSION 
 To cure childhood cancer. Pediatric Cancer Foundation funds  

research and provides seed money to finance new protocols and treatments for  
diseases that were once unbeatable. Dollars raised also go to fund patient/parent support programs.  

Therapies for cancer patients are perpetually evolving and much has been done... but there is still more work to do.

SAVE THE DATE  April 26, 2015,
 In life, we are not always handed the best deck. I 
have learned from an early age though that some-
times it isn’t always a bad thing. I am Dana, a 16 year 
survivor of Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia and at the 
age of 6, I was dealt a bad hand with a blessing in 
disguise. Cancer to many is the one thing you never 
hope to have, or even wish on your worst enemy. 

I was only 6 years old when I had Leukemia and at 
the time I didn’t know anything more than the fact 
that I was a sick kid who frequented the hospital more 
than the average first grader. I was an overall happy 
child (and a feisty one too if you ask my parents) even 
during my two and a half years of treatment. I wanted 
to live my life and did so, but in the hospital. 

Being an adult now who has been in remission for 
16 years, I look back and think that my cancer didn’t 
stop me from living my life, but it made me stronger, 
a fighter, and it brought me to where I am today. If I 
didn’t have cancer, I wouldn’t have the drive to give 
back to others who are also affected by cancer and I 
may not have gotten involved so whole-heartedly with 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation. PCF is an amazing or-
ganization that my family and I have been personally 
involved with since my dad first saw their Walkathon 
on TV when I was first diagnosed in 1998. He took 
it upon himself to contact PCF and get my hospital 
(North Shore LIJ Cohen Children’s Medical Center) to 
be a part of the PCF family. 

Since then, I have always 
passionately raised money 
through various fundraisers 
while in school, all the way 
through college, still continuing today. Having such a 
close connection with the Pediatric Cancer Foundation 
and still continuing to attend their events, such as the 
annual Walkathon, has brought purpose in my life and 
helped me to stay humble, grateful, and grounded. It 
has allowed me to want to take my experience and 
help others who are currently battling their own battle 
with cancer or who are fortunate enough to be a  
survivor like myself. If I had not been given this bless-
ing in disguise, I would not be the passionate, loving, 
humble, blessed, strong, person I am today following 
the dreams I have set fourth for myself, 
and I certainly would not be the warrior I am today! 
I can proudly say I have graduated with both my 
Bachelor’s degree in psychology and my Master’s 
degree in childhood education in just five years. 
In pursuit of following my life-long dream of becoming 
an elementary school teacher, I am currently a 
teaching assistant in one of the elementary schools 
at my home district. 
      
 
  
 

Dana Wershaw


