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Marking a Milestone…This Family’s Story  By Denise Lamberto

December, 2014 marks ten years that my son, Christopher, was diagnosed with Burkitt’s 
Lymphoma. I remember the overwhelming emotions that my family and I were faced 
with. What do we do, where do we go, will they do the right thing? So nine years have 
passed since he completed his therapy and he is strong and healthy. I can say we survived 
as a family. There are so many factors that play a part in this. Most important was the 
level of treatment and care Christopher received at Columbia Presbyterian.  Being treated 
at a top hospital with state of the art equipment makes a huge difference. Having doctors, 
nurses and support staff with access to equipment, supplies and current research makes an 
impact in a child’s treatment and prognosis.  

When Christopher’s was in treatment I felt an overwhelming need to give back and do my 
part to continue this cause. At the time we participated in the PCF walk as well as other 
fundraisers at the hospital. I wanted to do something on a larger scale. I needed a foundation 
that many people could connect with. PCF supported local hospitals in the New York area 
including Columbia Presbyterian. I also saw that the doctors and nurses supported PCF 

as well.  I knew PCF was the right foundation to go 
with. So together with my friend, Julianne, we started 
a Brooklyn Chapter. We held our first successful 
sold out fundraiser in Brooklyn. Since then we have 
branched out to Staten Island. 

The Brooklyn Chapter has grown to include  
supporters who realize the need to continue this  
mission.  Staten Island friends have joined us. 
They go beyond what is expected in giving time, 
money and perspective.  Most of all they give of 
themselves, expecting nothing in return, except to 
make life better for the children and families who 
fight this disease.    

*“The causes of pediatric cancer are still largely 
unknown, and though new discoveries are result-
ing in new treatments, this heartbreaking disease 
continues to scar families and communities in 
ways that may never fully heal.  This month, we 
remember the young lives taken too soon, stand 
with the families facing childhood cancer today, 
and rededicate ourselves to combating this ter-
rible illness.”  

*President Barack Obama, declaring September Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month

September is National
Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month

Christopher and Denise Lamberto
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As I come to the end of my four years as President of Pediatric 
Cancer Foundation, I want to thank all of you for the honor and 
the privilege given to me to lead this organization. I especially want 
to thank members of the Executive Committee and the Board of  
Directors, both past and present, for creating and growing our char-
ity and for their selfless commitment to our efforts to support critical research in 
the field of pediatric oncology, as well as to provide much needed state of the art 
medical equipment to hospitals and research labs.

In the past four years, as we continued funding major projects at world renowned medical 
centers, we also took steps to increase our outreach. We added a new hospital to the list of 
impressive institutions we support. We also joined two important pediatric cancer caucuses to 
keep PCF up to date in the field.

As much as PCF has done to ensure that we reach our goals and stay true to our mission, this 
organization has given so much to me and my family personally. Since 2004, when my son 
Daniel was diagnosed with stage4 Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, we experienced first-hand the im-
portance of the PCF commitment to …hold the hand of a child. No parent should have to hear 
the earth shattering words, “your child has cancer.” PCF gives families like mine hope-hope 
that there will be a positive outcome to an agonizing battle.

As I turn the Presidency over to Bonnie Shyer, I look forward to my new role as Chairman of 
the Board. I remain committed to this organization and its mission, to the doctors who work 
tirelessly for a cure and to the children and families who depend upon our success.  

Cheryl Rosen
PCF Chairman Of The Board
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Bonnie Shyer

I am delighted and humbled to be serving as the current president of 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation.  I follow in the footsteps of many 
dedicated, hardworking women whose efforts and enthusiasm have 
helped to bring PCF to where we are today. My hope is that we will see 
an end to childhood cancer in our lifetime and that the research projects funded by  
PCF will play an important part in reaching that goal.

My personal journey with Pediatric Cancer Foundation began fifteen years ago when my husband, 
Henry and I began supporting the organization simply because we had many friends who were involved. 
It just seemed like the right thing to do. In 2000 I attended a luncheon at Columbia Presbyterian where 
a plaque was being installed recognizing PCF’s work. At that luncheon I was invited to consider joining 
the board. The very same day I received a diagnosis of breast cancer. I made myself a promise that if 
survived I would accept the invitation and volunteer as a board member of PCF. Fifteen years later it 
still seems like the right thing to do.  

Pediatric Cancer Foundation has a strong desire to make a positive difference in the lives of children 
affected by cancer and in the lives of their families. Today, thanks to the wonderful research being con-
ducted at the hospitals we support, we are seeing an increase in the percentage of childhood cancers that 
are treatable. But we are not done yet!

We need the support and generosity of all of you who are reading this newsletter. I challenge you to 
reach out to others, to be a positive force for change and help us help those who can find a cure. No 
matter how much each of you accomplishes – no matter where your service to PCF takes you – I can 
promise you this: the life you change the most will be your own.
Please join me as we continue this journey towards eradicating pediatric cancers. Together we  
CAN make a difference!

Bonnie Shyer
PCF President



Cairo Care By Lisanne Elkins

UNDER THE SCOPE

Since he has been at Westchester Medical Center, Dr. Cairo has developed 
a pediatric oncology fellowship at MFCH. The fellows in the program have 
set out to conduct basic lab research, focusing on pediatric cancer genetics, 
which has proven to be a very promising direction toward the fight against 
both pediatric and adult cancers. Dr. Cairo works for three years with his 
fellows: two years of which is in research and one of which is in clinical study. 

An example of some of the work that Dr. Cairo and his team performs, 
is examining various types of cancer--including pediatric cancers—and 
identifying whether there are specific genetic markers that cause cancer 
to occur. Stem cell biology, tumor immunology and cancer biology are just 
some of these crucial areas of study. 

In addition to establishing the fellowship program, he has also integrated 
the medical school into a translational lab at the hospital, known as the 
Childhood and Adolescent Blood Diseases Center. This work has covered 
various pediatric blood diseases, including blood cancers, sickle cell ane-
mia and others.

Dr. Cairo says new treatments discovered as a result of immunological 
research are becoming available every day. “We have initiated clinical trials 
using antibodies to treat both newly-diagnosed and relapsed patients,” he 
says.  “We have instituted unique combinations of chemotherapy [and im-
munotherapy] for cancer relapse and they have been very successful. “We 
are also implementing new bone marrow transplant approaches.”

Yet another initiative for Dr. Cairo and his team is establishing a hospital-based 
initiative in the form of a very special and one-of-a-kind lab called, The Cel-
lular and Tissue Engineering Lab. (CTEL), which will be  
opening at the end of this year.  

 

Listening to him discuss the research which is already in motion, is ex-
tremely exciting; his own excitement and dedication is palpable.

Promising advancements in cancer research that seemed far away in the 
future are materializing today in his lab. This will all be realized by the end 
of this December, when the new lab opens at Westchester Medical Center. 
Research there will involve cell and gene regeneration and will meet all the 
highest standards of the FDA. 

“[This work involves] changing a cell’s function at the DNA level,” he 
explains. “This regenerative therapy is not just for cancer, but for other 
diseases as well.”

He poses a remarkable example: a child has Neuroblastoma and standard 
therapy is not working. Progressive, advanced therapies he and his team 
are implementing, essentially involve rearranging DNA and ‘re-program-
ming’ it to attack the Neuroblastoma specifically. 

One might assume that with all of his achievements, Dr. Cairo might not 
have much free time, yet he prioritizes his family. He and his wife of 43 
years reside in Westchester and raised two now-grown sons. “Family is 
first,” he says.

Dr. Cairo is truly optimistic about his work and the future of cancer treat-
ment. “I am determined to get [us] out of the chemotherapy business 
before I retire,” he asserts.  

PCF supports Dr. Mitchell Cairo in his pursuit of 
innovative pediatric oncology at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital.
For almost four years, renowned Pediatric Oncologist, Dr. Mitchell Cairo, has been at the 
helm of many inspiring programs at Westchester Medical Center’s Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. (MFCH), 
One of these areas of his mission, among several others, focuses on developing promising treatments to take on hematologic 
malignancies in children and adolescents. His impressive pursuits don’t end there. Coming from Columbia University Presbyterian 
Hospital, he brings many areas of expertise. 

Now, Pediatric Cancer Foundation is supporting Dr. Cairo’s team at MFCH. Specifically, PCF funding will allow Dr. Cairo 
to hire two pediatric nurses in the Pediatric Hematological Oncology Department.  
His work includes both clinical and laboratory research. Some highlights include:

Hematological malignancies, 
Neuro-Oncology, 

Bone marrow transplant, 
Solid tumors

Long-term follow-up-- wellness and 
survivorship. 

Dr. Mitchell Cairo



Words of Wisdom from Miss Staten Island
By Jamie Lynn Macchia

The “pageant girl” label comes with many connotations and, more often than not, they are 
not good stereotypes. What most people don’t realize, though, it is not all glitz and glamour 
as may be seen on the big screen. My name is Jamie Lynn Macchia and I am a “pageant girl” 
in the Miss America Organization.I am the former Miss Staten Island 2012 and Miss Greater 
New York 2013.  Back on November 10th, I was crowned Miss Staten Island 2014, becoming 
the first woman to achieve the title twice in the pageant’s 48-year history.

The Miss America Organization is based on scholarship and service. I started my journey as a 
local titleholder in this system with a specific platform, “The Make-A-Wish Foundation: Kids 
For Wish Kids.” It was through my support of other events that I became educated about the 
more extensive needs of children with critical illnesses – specifically cancer. Of the already 
small amount of federal funding for cancer research, only 4% is allocated for all childhood 
cancers combined. The number of pediatric cancer cases has risen 29% in the past 20 years. 
Still, treatments have not changed significantly in more than a decade and cure rates for some 
pediatric cancers remain below 50%. It is because of these eye-opening facts, that I expanded 
my platform to “ Inspiring Action Against Pediatric Cancer.”

It was then that I discovered Pediatric Cancer Foundation and its mission to raise money 
for pediatric cancer research, state of the art equipment/instruments and patient/parent care. 
After learning that since 1970 nearly 90% of every dollar supports their mission to eradicate 
children’s cancer, I was determined to help the organization.

I began diligently working to put together a fundraiser that would not only benefit a worthy 
charity, but also serve as a way to educate the community about my platform. After months 
of planning and gathering sponsorships to pay for basic expenses, “The H.O.P.E. Project,” 
a variety show at the College Of Staten Island, was held on March 29th, 2014. HOPE is an 
acronym for “Help, Outreach, Prevent, and Educate.”

The event included over 200 performers of all kinds: singers, dancers, improvisational actors, 
and even a magician! I was also fortunate to have the help of many volunteers who kept the 
show running smoothly, including my mom and dad (Dawn and Tony Macchia), my brother 
(Anthony Macchia), and other friends and family. We had a packed audience ready to donate 
by buying tickets, raffles, and 
t-shirts, while enjoying the many 
talents of Staten Island. I couldn’t 
have been more pleased with how 
the night turned out.

By the end of the event, we had 
raised over $14,000 to donate to 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation. 
Without being a “pageant girl” and 
having the ability to reach a wide 
variety of people to educate them 
about pediatric cancer, I don’t know 
if it would have been possible. It 
just goes to show that we are more 
than just pretty faces. I am proud to 
support PCF and their mission. 

Sarah Merians Photography and Video Company

Jamie Lynn Macchia, Miss Staten Island 2014



Carvel Foundation Awards Grant To  
Pediatric Cancer Foundation
Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation presented PCF a grant to support pediatric cancer research. 
The award will be used to implement and coordinate a fellow at the Stephen D. Hassenfeld Chil-
dren’s Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at NYU Langone Medical Center.
“The Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation has graciously provided much needed support to help 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation continue its mission to eradicate childhood cancer.” said Cheryl Rosen, 
PCF Chairman of the Board. “ With Carvel’s assistance we will be able to continue to support a 
three year Hematology/Oncology Fellowship Program. The qualified fellow will be trained for the 
next generation as a dedicated scientist-clinician to practice comprehensive compassionate and 
research driven care for children with malignancies and blood disorders.”
Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation is named after the  
legendary ice cream franchiser, Tom Carvel, the mission of 
the Farmington, Connecticut-based Foundation is to award 
general operating grants, project/program grants, grants-in-aid 
and matching gifts in the area of children, youth and health.

20th Annual Walkathon has 
Over 1,000 Supporters 
Every year nearly 3,000 infants and children 
are diagnosed with cancer. Despite remarkable 
research and progress, cancer remains the #1 killer 
of children that is non-accidental. It is more 
prominent than diabetes, cystic fibrosis, asthma, 
congenital anomalies and AIDS combined. 

Two extraordinary women, Lois Baskin and 
Jodi Posner, Annual Walkathon Chairs, discovered 
step-by-step and from Walkathon-to-Walkathon an 
almost magical way involving families, cancer 
survivors, and friends to raise millions of dollars to 
eradicate children’s cancer.  PCF celebrated its 20th 
year under their leadership April 27, 2014. One 
thousand participants gathered at the West 79th 
St. Boat Basin Rotunda. “Give Hope Walk” is the 
largest effort of the foundation’s initiative to  
continue its search for cures for pediatric cancer. 

The day began with a welcome and warm-up  
hosted by ABC7 meteorologist Lee Goldberg. 
Then a Walk through the park followed by a 
post walk party with music, food, drink, face-
painting, giveaways and raffle drawings. The 
event ended with everyone feeling the glow and 
triumph of not only contributing their time and 
energy to our cause but also proudly raising a 
quarter million dollars for important research 

that could lead to a cure.

BAKE FOR A CURE
Cookies, cupcakes and brownies everywhere when over 20 groups 
of children nationwide took to the streets and fields 
on Saturday, May 17th for the 2nd Annual Pediatric 
Cancer Foundation GIVE HOPE BAKE event. 

Event organizers and siblings, Noah, Zoe, Sophie, 
and Josh Mittman of Purchase, NY organized this 
entire fund raiser. They are proud to announce that 
they met their goal of  $10,000 to purchase pediatric 
cancer specialized laboratory equipment for the doc-
tors we support. 

With first-hand experience watching his mother 
run many PCF events herself, Noah, a freshman at 
Syracuse University commented “My siblings and 
I realize how fortunate we are.  After hearing 
and seeing the plight of so many children with cancer, we 
decided we needed to do something ourselves to give back.”  
His younger sister, Sophie, states: “We know our efforts are 
helping kids just like ourselves who are not in the position to 
help themselves. We are already planning the 3rd Annual Give 
Hope Bake Saturday, May 16, 2015 to be bigger and better.”   

To make a donation, run your own bake sale on May 16, or any 
time of the year, log onto  
www.pcfweb.org or  
call 914-777-3127.

Ruth Rosenberg Photography



Thursday, October 2, 2014, 
44th Annual Luncheon, Trump National, Briarcliff Manor, NY

Saturday, November 15, 2014, 
Brooklyn Chapters Comedy Night, Staten Island, NY

Sunday, November 16, 2014,     
Annual NYC Bowlathon, Lucky Strikes, NYC

Wednesday, November 19, 2014, 
Annual Boutique, Willow Ridge Country Club, Harrison, NY

Friday, March 6, 2015, 
Annual Chicago Bowlathon, Lucky Strikes, Chicago

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
And all year round, Give, Hope, Bake

Look for our Walkathon in April date to be decided 
To learn more about each of these events or to download 

invitations, go to: www.pcfweb.org
We hope that you can join us as we…
Give Hope Cure together

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					 	 	 													 		PCF OUR	MISSION 
 	 	 	 To cure childhood cancer. Pediatric Cancer Foundation funds 

research and provides seed money to finance new protocols and treatments for  
diseases that were once unbeatable. Dollars raised also go to fund patient/parent support programs.  

Therapies for cancer patients are perpetually evolving and much has been done... but there is still more work to do.

 

We Are a Part of the National Effort to 
Shine a Light on Pediatric Cancer

PCF joins Coalition Against Childhood Cancer. 
CAC2 effectively advances a variety of childhood cancer organi-
zations by unifying the childhood cancer community through 
broad-based coordinated action and collaboration that leverages 
the strengths and expertise of its individual members and mini-
mizes duplication of effort.

Congressional Childhood Cancer Caucus
invites PCF to join the National Assembly
The mission of the bipartisan Childhood Cancer Caucus is to serve 
as a clearinghouse for information on pediatric cancer and a forum to 
aid Members of Congress in working together to address pediatric 
cancer. The Caucus will strive to raise awareness, advocate in sup-
port of measures to prevent the pain, suffering and long-term effects of 
childhood cancers, and work toward the goal of eliminating 
cancer as a threat to all children.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

DONATE TODAY
And Help Find A Cure
For Pediatric Cancer

Go To: www.pcfweb.org/newsletter
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